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Choose a university 
that helps you take your 
career to the next level.
As the only Catholic university in Indianapolis, Marian 
University believes in and practices values that students 
of all faiths, creeds, and nationalities appreciate. Values 
like embracing those with diverse perspectives, cultural 
backgrounds, and dreams. And making the world a better 
place through leadership and service—because that’s what 
we are made of.

Marian University’s College of Graduate and Online 
Programs offers a range of associate’s, bachelor’s, master’s, 
and doctoral degrees for students who want to develop 
exceptional professional skills. 

As you think about the education you need to take your 
career to the next level, think about the student experience 
you need to grow, both personally and intellectually. 

Think about a university where you’ll learn from and 
collaborate with instructors who provide you with valuable, 
real-world experience and insights. Think about a campus 
culture that is warm and welcoming. And the type of 
graduate or online program that’s a good fit for your lifestyle 
and career goals.

• At Marian University, you’re never alone. Our expert faculty 
guide and encourage you to stretch yourself and achieve 
more than you ever thought possible.

• Earning a degree at Marian isn’t easy. You’ll find a 
curriculum that is academically challenging. You’ll explore 
new ideas, work hard, and dig deep.

• Along the way, you’ll build lifelong relationships with 
mentors and peers who inspire you to reach new levels 
of professionalism—and you’ll learn how you can make a 
positive impact in your workplace and community.

To talk with an admission counselor, 
email GRadmissions@marian.edu or call 
317.955.6128. Let’s discuss your career 
goals, academic options, and develop a  
plan to make your dreams a reality.

If you know you are ready to take the  
next step, apply online for admission  
at marian.edu/applynow. 

Find out what we’re made of. 

If you are ready to take your education and your career to the 
next level, contact us. Marian University offers challenging 
academic programs, but our faculty will support, guide, and 
encourage you every step of the way.

Marian students engage in high-impact, hands-on learning 
opportunities including internships and collaborative 
problem-solving with their peers, faculty, alumni, and leaders 
from the local community. When you graduate, you’ll be 
career-ready with the knowledge and leadership abilities you 
need to make a difference in your community. 

Visit our historic, wooded campus located just minutes 
from the heart of downtown Indianapolis. Whether you’re 
interested in an online degree or a graduate degree, we’ll 
arrange for you to talk with advisors who will help you  
get started.



Completion of this two-year, full-time terminal degree will equip 
you to serve the pastoral needs of the church. Using a cohort 
model, students will complete two face-to-face classes, usually 
Tuesday and Thursday afternoons, and one online course.

The program is designed for adult learners intending to or 
presently serving the Church as a pastoral minister. Applicants 
in roles of ecclesial lay leadership, catechetical positions, 
and/or volunteer lay ministers in general can profit from a 
broad background in practical/pastoral theology that fosters 
a professional approach to ministry within the context of the 
contemporary culture. 

Not only is our vision to form transformative leaders, but our 
mission is to promote our Franciscan values including the 
dignity of the individual, peace and justice, reconciliation, and 
responsible stewardship. These values as well as guidelines for 
certification as an ecclesial minister provide a strong foundation 
for those who are called to serve God’s mission.

Admission Requirements
• Bachelor’s degree from regionally accredited institution
• Undergraduate GPA of at least 3.00
• Pastoral ministry work experience
• Application for admission with responses to  

essay questions
• Three letters of recommendation (one academic,  

two pastoral)
• Interview with program faculty, if selected

Master of Arts in
Pastoral Ministry 

FIRST YEAR

Fall

Discipleship in the Gospels
Foundations of Christian Moral Life
Liturgical Theology and Catechesis
Pastoral Leadership Skills Seminar

Spring

Eucharist: Summit and Fount of Christian Life in the  
   Context of the Liturgical Year 
Christian Spirituality
Church History: Context
Organization Leadership Skills

CREDITS: 20

SECOND YEAR

Fall

Ministry in a Multicultural Church
Christian Life is Trinitarian Life
Pastoral Ministry Experience I

Spring

Justice, Peace, and the Integrity of Creation
The Psalms: Prayer Book of the Bible and the Church
Pastoral Ministry Experience II

CREDITS: 16
TOTAL MA CREDITS: 36

Is your calling in pastoral ministry? Develop intellectually, pastorally, personally, professionally, and 
spiritually with Marian University’s Master of Arts in Pastoral Ministry.
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* Course sequencing is subject to change.



Employment Opportunities
• Director of Diocesan Offices
• Directors of Faith Formation
• Directors of Youth Ministry
• Lay Ecclesial Ministry
• Parish Life Coordinators
• Pastoral Care of the Sick and Elderly
• Preparation for Chaplaincy (CPE required)

Partial List of Program Learning Outcomes
• Explain God’s Trinitarian activity in the life of the Church.
• Have foundational knowledge of scripture as a primary source of revelation.
• Describe ways to form moral persons and explain teachings on social justice.
• Understand liturgical/sacramental theology.
• Identify spiritual practices and traditions to guide the spiritual formation of Church members.
• Recognize distinctive cultural and religious characteristics of Catholics from diverse cultures.
• Detail historical events with the greatest impact on the contemporary Church.
• Demonstrate the skills necessary for effective pastoral ministry in today’s Church.

Marian University does not discriminate on the basis of race, ethnicity, color, sex, 
gender, sexual orientation, religion, creed, national origin, age, or disabilities in the 
recruiting and selection of students for admission.

Marian University is sponsored by the Sisters of St. Francis, Oldenburg, Indiana.
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Find out what we’re made of!

Contact us: 
Program questions
Sr. Margaret Schreiber, O.P.
mschreiber@marian.edu or 317.955.6557

Admission questions
GRadmissions@marian.edu or 317.955.6128

Apply online: marian.edu/applynow

Office of Graduate and Online Admission 
3200 Cold Spring Road
Indianapolis, IN 46222-1997
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